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“The need is so

great ... Their
) HE AVERAGE AMERICAN CAN
primary needs expect to live to the ripe
) 1 age of 78.
aren't met. But there are individuals
— Jay Glynn, executive whose life expectancy is
director and CEO of Wiully 20 years less.
Charlotte Behavioral . Th'1$ population’s primary afflic-
Health Care tion isn’t sudden cardiac death or

cancer. They’re not necessarily vic-
s of diabetes or — heaven forbid
- — Lou Gehrig’s disease.

They are people who live with
mental illness.

Two centers in Punta Gorda pro-
vide intensive services to people
with mental illnesses. One is non-
profit, the other is private. And they
both confirm a sharp rise in requests
for services that parallels devasta-
tions brought on by a bad economy.

Definitions and scope

’wationally, one in four Americans
has at least one type of mental ill-
ness. Michael McNally, a lifelong
advocate in Southwest Florida and
vice president of community rela-
tions at Lee Mental Health, empha-
sizes the use of the term mental
illnesses, because there are many,
such as bipolar disorder, drug and
alcohol abuse, personality disorders,
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